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a third world: war 
althougt: Communism is ex- 
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able difficulties if he does not 
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THER ERIGAND. Py Giuseppe 
Secker & Warburg. Lon- 

Gon. pp.is2. 7/4, 

CONJTOGAL LOVE. By Alberto 


don, pple. 7/4 
Italian writing, like the Ra- 


compassion and simplicity 


is 
which enfbles the writers to novel about poverty told in the 


compassionate intelligence of 
the Italians. 

“The Brigand” is the second 
novel of Giuseppe Berto. It 
is a tragic story of an Italian 
peasant, driven by a passion 
for justice to pit himself 
against authority. Not a novel 
of propaganda, it is primarily 
@ story of poverty and of the 
impact of post-war restless- 
ness upon a peasant peope. 
It i¢ told by a village boy 
fascinated and puzzled by 
“The Brigand” who disrupts 
his family life and causes bit- 
terness and discontent in the 
village. The story is unfolded 
with a childish ‘compulsion 
end a rich simplicity which 
makes each incident both 


father wnderstandable and inevitable 


The picture of village life is 
neither sentimental nor patro- 


‘nizing; the villagers are cauti- 


ous and stupid, but they are 
aiso kind and dignified. The 


sensitive and intelligent, 


ter’s efforts to write a master- 
piece, neglecting his married 
life the while. Yet such is the 
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He is a dilettante, a. weak man. 
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